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INTRODUCTION

This is a special issue of FOCUS to share the pictures and events of
the evening at the TWKK Awards Dinner that was held on Saturday,
November 15, 2025 in Etobicoke, Ontario.

There were sixty-five karate-ka and family members in attendance. The
buffet was well received, and everyone had a good time visiting with old
friends and catching up. It was great to see another karate-ka from the first
Toronto Wado-Kai club days, Sensei Brenda (Ma) and her husband John
Paul who once again joined our celebratory dinner.

During the event Sensei Dave Manara, 10" Dan presented a number
of awards to senior ranking karate-ka, some being titles new to the
organisation.

The Shintani Award was presented to Sensei Mark llly, 3" Dan, head
sensei of the Brooklin Family Wado-Kai Karate Club.

Four senior dan ranks were awarded, including one posthumously for
the late Sensei Ron Sheyan, whose family was present to accept the award.
Ron’s wife, Beth, proudly represented the family, speaking to the audience
while laying Ron’s black belt on the podium. Such a presentation was a first
for Sensei Manara.

Read on to learn about the new honorific titles that were presented to
senior sensei who have provided exceptional effort in teaching and
supporting the organisation over many years.

Sensei Steve Borda, 8" Dan presented an appreciation award to
Sensei John Lobo, 4™ Dan for his continuing support and efforts teaching
with the Seikikai Martial Arts Karate Club.

Steve also presented Sensei Manara with his Hanshi certificate.
All the pictures were taken by Cindy and Sensei Larry O’Grady.

Enjoy the pictures! > Ebitor RoBe Dobs
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2025 Shintani Award Recipient

The Shintani Award is presented to a TWKK member who has demonstrated the qualities represented by
the award: Sincerity, Dedication and Humility.

At the TWKK Awards Dinner, another Shintani Award for 2025 was presented to

Sensei Mark llly, Sandan
Club Head of the Brooklyn Family Wado-Kai Karate Club in Ontario
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New Senior Ranks
On Saturday, November 15, 2025, at the TWKK Awards Dinner, the following ranks were awarded.

Promoted to 8" Dan: Kyoshi Ray Kennedy and, posthumously, Sensei Ron Sheyan
Promoted to 7" Dan: Sensei Robb Dods
Promoted to 6" Dan: Sensei James Darker

New Certificates in Recognition of Our Leaders

Following the guidelines of numerous martial arts associations, the TWKK will now recognise the senior
sensei, who have shown exemplary efforts in teaching and support of the organisation for many years, with
the following titles of respect.

HANSHI — Minimum rank of 9" Dan, minimum age of 55 years, at least 15 years as Kyoshi, and
recognised as a headmaster of a style, and an expert teacher of long tenure

KYOsHI — Minimum rank of 7!" Dan, minimum age of 40 years, at least 10 years as Renshi, recognised
as an expert teacher of teachers

RENSHI — Minimum rank of 5" Dan, minimum age of 35, at least 2 years after ranked to 5" Dan,
recognised as a skilled expert and teacher

Following these guidelines, the following leaders were awarded certificates to recognise these honorifics at
the TWKK Awards Dinner held on November 15, 2025.

Hanshi Dave Manara, 10t Dan
Kyoshi Steve Borda, 8" Dan
Kyoshi Ray Kennedy, 8" Dan

Renshi Larry O’Grady, 7™ Dan

Renshi Biller Ching, 6" Dan

We greatly appreciate the leadership that these sensei provide for our organisation,
and this recognition is well deserved.
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AT THE AWARDS DINNER
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Hanshi Dave Manara, 10" Dax
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Sensei Biller Ching and Sensei Larry O’Grady _
accepting their Renshi titles
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Sensei Ray Kennedy accep
and Kyoshi title=
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Sensei John Lobo presented with his

The Sheyan Family accepting the 8"'; Dan \for
Appreciation Award

Sensei Ron Sheyan
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Sensei James and wife Carol Kim

Sensei Robb Dods, Kyoshi Steve Borda, and Renshi Ray Kennedy
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Back left to front: Sensei Robb Dods, Steve Borda, Dave Manara, Ray Kennedy,

Larry O’Grady, James Darker

TORONTO WADO-KAI KARATE CLUBS AND SENSEI CLUB HEADS

ANDRE’S BUDO CENTRE (Edmonton) — André Beauregard

BROOKLIN-WHITBY — Mark llly SEIKIKAI MARTIAL ARTS (Caledon) — Steve Borda
CALGARY — Steve Henrich SEIKIKAI MARTIAL ARTS (Etobicoke) — Steve Borda
CLARINGTON (FUTURE) — Robin Singh THORNHILL — Biller Ching & Dave Manara
EbMONTON — Randy James YUDANSHA HOMBU (Thornhill) — Dave Manara

TORONTO WADO-KAI SENIOR DAN COUNCIL
Hanshi Dave Manara

JUDAN

(10" Degree Black Belt)
HACHIDAN

(8" Degree Black Belt)

SHICHIDAN ; ;
(7" Degree Black Bel) Renshi Larry O’Grady, Randy James, Robb Dods

Kyoshi Steve Borda, Kyoshi Ray Kennedy

ROKUDAN Renshi Biller Ching, André Beauregard, Leaton Bernard, James Darker, Steve Henrich,
(6" Degree Black Belt) Tony Marziliano, Anthony Woodward, Heather Woodward, Ed Young

GODAN

(5" Degree Black Belt) Ken Buck

L?hDDI:}gree Black Belt) Chester Buczek, Marion Dimand, Maksym Voznyy
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